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STATE  OF  MONTANA 

Office  of  the  Governor       *. 
Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors 

325  Power  Black  -  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(405)  449-3955 


Thomas  L.  Judge 
Governor 


In  accordance  with  The  Mental  Commitment  and  Treatment 
Act  of  19  75,  Title  38,  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1947,  the  Montana  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of 
Visitors  issues  this  report  on  the  Eastern  Montana  Mental 
Health  Center.   Conducting  this  site  visit  were  Al  Bertelsen, 
Patricia  Boedecker,  Dr.  Fran  Rummel ,  Dr.  Jack  Stimpfling  and 
staff  member,  Kelly  Moorse . 

Members  of  the  Center  meeting  with  the  Board  of  Visitors 
included  Mr.  Frank  Lane,  Director  of  Mental  Health  Region  I; 
Mr.  Jim  Mount,  Administrative  Officer;  Mr.  Jim  Peterson, 
After-Care  Social  Worker;  and  Mr.  Jim  Jensen,  Business  Manager 

After  this  report  is  presented  to  the  Director  of  the 
Eastern  Montana  Mental  Health  Center,  it  shall  be  made  part 
-f  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Honorable 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana. 
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Board  of  Visitors  Reviev/  of  the 
Montana  Community  Mental  Health  Center 
Miles  City,  Montana 

September  29,  1977 


DEMOGRAPHICS 

The  Eastern  Montana  Mental  Health  Center,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  State  was  founded  in  1967.   This  area,  known 
as  Region  I,  encompasses  seventeen  counties  for  a  total  of 
48.500  scuare  miles  and  a  population  of  approximately  94,000 

peopl e  . 

The  Region  operates  three  area  offices,  located  in  Miles 
City,  Glendive,  and  Glasgow.   Within  the  three  areas,  six 
satellite  offices  have  been  established,  so  that  in  theory 
no  patient  is  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  from  available 
services.   The  six  satellite  offices  are  located  "Ih'TbrayTfHT" 
Cols~rip,  Sidney,  Plentywood,  Wolf  Point  and  Malta. 

In  addition  to  the  inpatient  services,  out-patient  services, 
partial  hospitalization  and  emergency  services,  the  Region  I 
Mental  Health  Center  has  contracts  with  seven  school  districts, 
Pine  Hills  School,  Mountain  Plain  Training  Center,  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  and  its  reservations  and  Head  Start. 

The  organization  of  this  Region  appears  to  be  well  struc- 
tured with  areas  of  responsibility  clearly  defined.   The 
Board  did  not  visit  any  of  the  area  offices  and  therefore 
cannot  comment  on  the  actual  working  relation  to  the 
Regional  office  in  Miles  City. 
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iZATMENT  FACILITIES 


The  transitional  care  program  located  at  the  Clarke 
Street  Inn,  provides  temporary  housing  for  patients  who  have 
been  hospitalized,  but  are  unable  to  return  to  out-patient 
status.   This  building  is  rented  from  Holy  Rosary  Hospital, 
with  whom  the  Miles  City  Center  seems  to  have  established  a 
good  working  relationship.   The  Clarke  Street  Inn  offers  an 
eight-bed  facility  with  twenty-four  hour  care.   This  tran- 
sitional setting  is  not  sufficiently  different  from  a  hospital 
ward  or  an  "institutional"  atmosphere.   The  Board  of  Visitors 
found  these  facilities  rather  drab  in  appearance  and  not  at 
all  accessible  to  the  physically-handicapped  person. 

Persons  residing  in  the  Clarke  Street  Inn  have  access 
-o  more  intensive  mental  health  treatment  as  well  as  other 
programs  provided  by  the  Mental  Health  Center.   The  staff 
indicated  that  this  facility  serves  a  need  of  giving  people 
some  supervision  while  offering  them  the  opportunity  to  live 
more  independently. 

The  Clinical  offices  and  the  Day  Treatment  Center  are 
located  one  block  from  the  city's  business  district.   The 
disadvantage  of  this  location  is  that  the  therapists  office 
and  the  treatment  center  are  located  on  the  second  and  third 
floors.   The  building  has  no  elevator  and  the  steps  once  again 
are  a  barrier  for  anyone  who  is  physically  handicapped. 

The  Day  Treatment  Center  Is  nicely  furnished  and  the 
Staff  have  utilized  well  the  space  available  to  them.   On 
the  day  the  Board  vis:' ted,  this  unit  appeared  to  be  used 


by  a  large  number  of  people,  a 
variety  of  different  groups  := 
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The  staff  of  the  Region  I  facility?  also  indicated  that 
long-range  planning  is  difficult  because  of  fiscal  uncertainty 
The  needs  at  present  expressed  by  the  Director  include  three 
group  homes,  three  transitional  homes  and  three  children's 
cay  treatment  programs. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  advances 
made  by  the  Eastern  Montana  Mental  Health  Center,  and  especial- 
ly its  recent  recognition  by  the  NIMH  as  one  of  the  top  three 
rural  mental  health  centers  in  the  nation. 
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